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This EPPO Standard specifies:

•The requirements for a plant pest diagnostic laboratory to be 
able to organize interlaboratory comparisons.

•The requirements for the development and operation of 
interlaboratory comparisons for plant pest diagnostics.

This EPPO Standard was developed taking into account elements 
included in ISO 17043 Conformity assessment – General 
requirements for proficiency testing (ISO, 2010)

Specific scope of PM 7/122

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/epp.12889#epp12889-bib-0008


What are interlaboratory comparisons ?
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Establishment of the 
comparability of tests

TPS Establishment of the 
effectiveness of a test

Establishment of 
uncertainty levels

Evaluation of test 
performance characteristics

Evaluation of the laboratory 
performance

PT

Identification of problems in 
laboratories

Additional confidence to 
laboratory customers

Identification of 
interlaboratory differences

Training of laboratories 
based on the outcomes

Main objective

Possible objective

Objectives of interlaboratory comparisons



Content of PM 7/122 – Technical requirements for the 

organisation of an ILC

Capability of the organizer Planning

Preparation of samples

Dispatch of 

samples

Analysis of 

the results

Reporting



Outcome of 

Revision of PM 7/122

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and 
innovation programme under grant agreement N° 773139” as requested by the GA, art. 29.4. 
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organized



Outcome of 

Revision of PM 7/122



Outcome of 

Revision of PM 7/122

Composition of the 

panel of samples

Statistical analysis of 

TPS results



• Addition of information on the composition of the panel of 
samples 

• Addition of information on the statistical analysis of the results 
of interlaboratory comparison

• Further revisions based on the experience gained in the 
organisation of PT/TPS  (e.g. VALITEST / EURLs)

• Modification of the structure of the Standards for some parts 
(e.g. planning)

Revision of PM 7/122



Thank you for your attention!

The content of this presentation represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole

responsibility; it cannot be considered to reflect the views of the European Commission

and/or the Research Executive Agency or any other body of the European Union. The

European Commission and the Agency do not accept any responsibility for use that may be

made of the information it contains.
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